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Tsunami ready program (I0C UNESCO- INCOIS- KSDMA)

1. Introduction
Tsunami Ready is a community performance-based programme initiated by the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO to promote tsunami
preparedness through active collaboration of public, community leaders, and national and local
emergency management agencies. The main objective of this programme is to improve coastal
community's preparedness for tsunami emergencies, to minimise the loss of life and property
and to ensure a structural and systematic approach in building community preparedness through
fulfilling the best-practice indicators set by the Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the
Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (ICG/IOTWMS) of UNESCO-IOC.
Fulfilment of the guidelines ensures communities have a strong end-to-end tsunami early
warning and mitigation system with a particular focus on community awareness and
preparedness to respond.
As per the regional guidelines, each community is expected to fulfil 11 important indicators to
be recognized as Tsunami Ready. Each community that successfully builds their capacities and
demonstrates the following 11 indicators are carefully assessed and provided with a recognition
certificate by UNESCO-IOC. The Indian Tsunami Early Warning Centre (ITEWC), Indian
National Centre for Ocean Information Centre (INCOIS) is the nodal agency to provide tsunami
advisories to India and they will provide technical support to KSDMA.
Aim of the program:
The Tsunami Ready Recognition Program aims to build resilient communities through
awareness and preparedness strategies that will protect life, livelihoods and property from
tsunamis in different regions.
The main goal of the programme is to improve coastal community preparedness for tsunami and
to minimise the loss of life, livelihoods and property. This is achieved through a collaborative
effort to meet a standard level of tsunami preparedness through the fulfilment of a set of

established indicators. The Tsunami Ready Recognition Programme is implemented as a
1



voluntary, performance-based community recognition programme that promotes an
understanding of the concept of readiness as an active collaboration among national and local
warning and emergency management agencies, and government authorities, scientists,
community leaders and the public.

2. Projects in Kerala
KSDMA will implement the project in selected locations in different phases with the support of
DDMAs. INCOIS will provide technical support and guidelines to implement the programme.
The following 6 highly vulnerable coastal village communities are identified to implement the
program in the first phase.

1. Valiyaparamba - Kasaragod district

2. Nagaram - Kozhikode district

3. Eriyad - Thrissur district

4. Edavanakkad - Ernakulam district

5. Purakkad - Alappuzha district

6. Alappad - Kollam district
KSDMA have plans to include more locations in the next phases.
3. One day training program
As an induction program, KSDMA along with the support of DDMA conducted a one day
training program in each location. Training program includes the sessions on basics of disaster
management, basics of tsunami and tsunami warning sysytem, do’s and don'ts when having
tsunami warnings, about tsunami ready program, the roles and responsibilities of each
department for the program etc. The training program also included a tsunami mock drill with
the support of fire & rescue services, NDRF, Police, Health and other line departments. The
program conducted on following dates:

1. Nagaram - Kozhikode district on 12th December 2022

2. Eriyad - Thrissur district on 13th December 2022

3. Valiyaparamba - Kasaragod district on 16th December 2022



4. Edavanakkad - Ernakulam district on 20th December 2022
5. Purakkad - Alappuzha district on 23rd December 2022
6. Alappad - Kollam district on 23rd December 2022

4. Detailed report on each programs

4.1. Nagaram - Kozhikode

Program at Nagaram was conducted on 12th December 2022 with an inauguration by the district
collector Mr. Tej Lohit Reddy IAS at MMHSS Parappil by 9am. It was followed by a basic
tsunami awareness class to the SPC students of MMHSS Parappil school. The second session
was conducted for the officials from different line departments (Fire and rescue, Health, LSGD,
etc) at SK auditorium. The session includes details of the tsunami ready program and the roles
and responsibilities of different line departments for conducting the program. A third session
was conducted for college students from Kozhikode corporation regarding tsunami basics and
related topics. All the sessions were carried out by Dr. Alfred Johny, Hazard analyst, KSDMA.
The program concluded with a tsunami mock drill at Nainanvalappu beach at 4pm. Mock drill
was a joint program with district disaster management authority, Fire & rescue services, Police
department and Health department. A mock drill briefing was conducted at MMHSS Parappil
school to find out the drawbacks and to check the effective dissemination of warning without

fail.

Inauguration at MMHSS Parappil
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Session 1 for SPC, PTA members & Teachers of MMHSS Parappil




Session 2 at SK Auditorium for LSG, Health, Fire & rescue, KSEB, and other line
departments & Registered & Youth volunteers participated




Session 3 Students of Higher education institutes including College/ITI/Polytechnic




Camp




Review Meeting with Nodal Officers

4.2. Eriyad - Thrissur

Program at Eriyad was conducted on 13th December 2022 with an inauguration at GKVHSS,
Eriyad by 9am. It was followed by a basic disaster management class for school students by Ms.
Snija Joy, KYLA intern followed by tsunami awareness class by Dr. Alfred Johny, Hazard
Analyst, KSDMA. The second session was conducted for the officials from different line
departments (Fire and rescue, health, LSGD, etc) and for the public at the panchayat community
hall, Eriyad. The session includes the details of the tsunami ready program and the roles and
responsibilities of different line departments for conducting the program. The program
concluded with a tsunami mock drill at Arappathodu, Eriyad beach at Spm. Mock drill was a
joint program with district disaster management authority, Fire & rescue services, Police
department and Health department. A mock drill briefing was conducted at the panchayat
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community hall,Eriyad to find out the drawbacks and to check the effective dissemination of

warning without fail/delay.
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Mockdrill
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4.3. Valiyaparamba - Kasaragod

Valiyaparamba is an island Gramapanchayath located in the southern tip of Kasaragod district,
sandwiched between Kavvayi backwaters and the Arabian Sea. Due to its geographic features,
Valiyaparamba is highly vulnerable to multiple coastal hazards including Tsunami and hence it

was selected for implementing Tsunami Ready program in the first phase.

Official inauguration of the program was scheduled on 16.12.2022. In this regard, a meeting
was convened by Sri. A K Ramendran, Additional District Magistrate, who is also the CEO of
District Disaster Management Authority, Kasaragod, on 09.12.2022 at Valiyaparamba
Panchayath Office. In this meeting the concept of Tsunami Ready project was explained to the
attendees that included elected representatives, local community leaders and officials from
various departments. An organizing committee was formed under the Chairmanship of the
Panchayath President for smooth conduct of the inaugural function. Another meeting of local
community volunteers including members of RRTs, ERTs, Sannadhasena & Traumacare
volunteers, various youth clubs etc was held on 13.12.2022 for ensuring their participation for

the inauguration event.

14



15



Official inauguration of Tsunami Ready program
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Tsunami Ready program was officially inaugurated by Smt. Bhandari Swagat Ranveerchand
IAS, District Collector and Chairperson, District Disaster Management Authority, Kasaragod in
a function held at Cornish Beach, Valiyaparamba on 16.12.2022 forenoon. The function was
chaired by Sri. V V Sajeevan, President, Valiyaparamba Grama Panchayath. Sri. A K
Ramendran, ADM, Kasaragod, Smt. P Syamala, Grama Panchayath Vice President, Sri. K Anil
Kumar, Sri. Khader Pandyala, Sri. K Manoharan & Smt. E K Mallika — all Chairpersons of
various standing committees, Sri. M Abdul Salam, Grama Panchayath member & Sri. M P
Vinod Kumar, Secretary, Valiyaparamba Grama Panchayath spoke. Sri. Prem G Prakash, Hazard
Analyst, District Emergency Operations Centre, Kasaragod welcomed the guests and Sri. N

Maniraj, Tahsildar, Hosdurg extended vote of thanks.
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Training Sessions

The inaugural function got over by 1145 PM and was followed by a session on Basics of
Disaster Management by Sri. Prem G Prakash, Hazard Analyst, DEOC, Kasaragod. Lunch break

followed.
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After lunch break, the second training session for the day started which was focused on Tsunami
awareness. The session was attended by officials from different line departments (Fire and

Rescue, Police, Health, LSGD, etc.) and members of the coastal community of the village.
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Dr. Alfred Johny, Hazard Analyst from KSDMA handled the session that discussed the details
of the Tsunami Ready program and the roles and responsibilities of different line departments

for implementing the program.

Tsunami Mock drill

On the occasion of the official inauguration of Tsunami Ready program, the District Disaster
Management Authority organized a Tsunami Mock Exercise in order to generate awareness on
Tsunami hazard among the village community. The drill was conducted at Cornish Beach
located in Ward no 7 of Valiyaparamba Grama Panchayath which is a popular, local tourist
destination.

On receipt of Tsunami warning from INCOIS shared by KSEOC, announcement was made in
the coastal areas alerting people on the beach and nearby areas to move safer grounds. Police

and Fire team arrived the spot and families living upto 250m from the coastal area were
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evacuated and shifted to the relief camp set up at Masalihul Islam Madrassa. Medical care was
given to the camp inmates from the medical aid post established there. People with grievous
injuries were shifted to District Hospital, Kanhangad. Arrangements for food, water and other
essentials were also made for the inmates. A debriefing was done at the end of the drill where
officers reported the actions taken and challenges faced during the drill, before the Incident
Commander. Sri. M Rajagopalan, MLA, Trikaripur Assembly Constituency graced the event

with his presence during the mock drill.

Revenue officers led by ADM Sri. A K Ramendran, Tahsildar Sri. N Maniraj, 14 officers from
Fire & Rescue department led by Sri. K M Sreenathan, Station Officer, Trikaripur Fire Station,
Medical team led by Dr. Dhanya Manoj, Medical Officer i/c, FHC, Valiyaparamba, Police team
from Chandera police station and Trikaripur Coastal police station and 30 Civil Defence
volunteers took part in the mock exercise. Sri. Prem G Prakash, HA, DEOC coordinated the
mock exercise assisted by Sri. Ahammed Shafeeq, LSG DM Plan Coordinator, Sri. Ananthu
Krishnan K, KYLA intern, Sri. Dinoop Kumar, NCRMP LCM and natural calamity section of

Collectorate, Kasaragod.

20



21



22



23



24



Media Coverage

1. News on preparatory meeting held on 09.12.2022
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2. News on inauguration and mock drill held on 16.12.2022
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Social media posts
https://fb.watch/hud3enkdnu/?mibextid=BUZLm6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghPvSv9amVo

4.4. Edavanakkad - Ernakulam

Program at Edavanakkad was conducted on 20th December 2022 with a mockdrill at Aniyal
beach location. Mock drill was a joint program with district disaster management authority, Fire
& rescue services, Police department and Health department. A mock drill briefing was
conducted at Pulikkanaat Auditorium to find out the drawbacks and to check the effective
dissemination of warning without fail/delay. It was followed by an inauguration by Vypin MLA
Mr. K N Unnikrishnan at Pulikkanaat Auditorium by 11.30 am. A session was conducted on the
basics of tsunami for the officials from different line departments (Fire and rescue, health,
LSGD, etc), college students and for the general public. The session also includes the details of
the tsunami ready program and the roles and responsibilities of different line departments for
conducting the program. The sessions were carried out by Dr. Alfred Johny, Hazard Analyst,

KSDMA.
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Inauguration and Training
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Mock Drill
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4.5. Purakkad - Alappuzha

Program at Purakkad was conducted on 23rd December 2022 with an inauguration by
Amabalappuzha MLA Mr. H. Salam at SNM HSS Purakkad by 10.30 am. It was followed by a
basic tsunami awareness class for the High school students of SNM School. The second session
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was conducted for the higher secondary students of SNM school regarding the basics of
tsunami. The third session was conducted for the officials from different line departments (Fire
and rescue, health, LSGD, etc) and for the general public at Mar Sleeva Church Parish Hall,
Purakkad. The session includes the details of the tsunami ready program and the roles and
responsibilities of different line departments for conducting the program. All the sessions were
carried out by Mr. Pradeep G S, Hazard and risk analyst, KSDMA. The program concluded with
a tsunami mock drill at Purakkad beach at 4pm. Mock drill was a joint program with district
disaster management authority, Fire & rescue services, Police department and Health
department. A mock drill briefing was conducted at Mar Sleeva Parish Hall (5.15 PM) to find
out the drawbacks and to check the effective dissemination of warning without fail/delay.
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Mockdrill
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4.6. Alappad - Kollam

Program at Alappad was conducted on 23rd December 2022 with an inauguration by Hon’ble
MLA, Mr. C. R. Mahesh at Govt. LPS Srayikkadu by 11 am. It was followed by a basic disaster
management class by Adv. Santhosh. The second session was conducted for the officials from
different line departments (Fire and rescue, health, LSGD, etc) and for the general public. The
session includes the details of the tsunami ready program and the roles and responsibilities of
different line departments for conducting the program by Dr. Alfred Johny, Hazard Analyst,
KSDMA. The program concluded with a tsunami mock drill at Srayikkadu beach at 2 pm. Mock
drill was a joint program with district disaster management authority, Fire & rescue services,
Police department and Health department. It was followed by a mock drill briefing at 3.15 PM
on the Govt. LPS Srayikkadu school to find out the drawbacks and to check the effective

dissemination of warning without fail/delay.
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Program Schedule

Program Schedule | Time: 9.00 AM - 3.30 PM | Date: 23.12.2022 |

Time

Session/Program

9.00 AM

Session for School Children, Youth and Public
Session Contains:

-Basic DM awareness

-Basics about tsunami and coastal hazards
-Do’s and Don'ts when having tsunami warning

11.00 AM

Inauguration

11.40 AM

Session for Officials

Session Contains:

-Tsunami and coastal hazards awareness

-Do’s and Don'ts when having tsunami warning
-Early warning dissemination in community
-Community Tsunami Ready Indicators

2.00 PM

Tsunami Mock Drill

3.15PM

De-Briefing
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Mock Drill
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5. Way forward
The pilot projects were carried out in each location in selected districts. Timeline to conduct the

same is as follows

1. Introduction program - Dec 2022

2. Map preparation - Mar 2023

3. Evacuation map - Mar 2023

4. DM Plan updation based on tsunami - Mar 2023

5. Tsunami display board - Apr/May 2023

6.  Annual outreach program and tsunami mock drill - June-Nov 2023

7. Inspection from UNESCO/INCOIS - Dec 2023

50



Report Prepared by

Dr. Alfred Johny, Hazard Analyst, KSDMA

Mrs. Aswathy, Hazard Analyst, DDMA, Kozhikode

Mrs. Susmy Sunny, Hazard Analyst, DDMA, Thrissur
Mr. Prem G Prakash, Hazard Analyst, DDMA, Kasargod
Mrs. Anjaly Parameswaran, Hazard Analyst, Ernakulam
Mrs. Chintu, Hazard Analyst, Alappuzha

Mr. Akshay, KYLA intern, DDMA, Kollam
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