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The Department of Social Work at St. Joseph's College (Autonomous), Irinjalakuda,

orchestrated INICIO-2024, an international conference held on the 27th ard 28th of February

2O24. The conference theme centered around "Enhancing the efficiency of disaster

management through social work innovations, collaboration, and resilience building." This

significant event was organized in collaboration with the Kerala State Disaster Management

Authority (KSDMA) and Rhodes University in Makhanda" Eastem Cape, South Africa. The

collaboration brought together diverse perspectives and expertise to address the critical

challenges in disaster management through innovative social work approaches, fostering

collaboration, and building resilience.

The inaugural day of the conference commenced with a ceremony at 9:30 am. Dr. Sr. Jessy

K.C, Head of the Department of Social Work, extended a warm welcome to the attendees.

Mr. Gopinath T Menon, retired Chief of UMCEF Maharashtra State Office and the

conference convener, provided an overview ofthe conference during the introduction.

The presidential address was delivered by Dr. Siji PD, Principal of St. Joseph's College

(Autonomous) lrinjalakuda. Dr. Sekhar Lukose Kuriakose, Member Secretary of the Kerala

State Disaster Management Authority and Head (Scientist) of the State Emergency

Operations Centre in Trivandrum, inaugurated the conference by lighting the lamp. The guest

of honour for the event was, Sri Krishna Teja [AS, the district collector, unfornrnately, unable

to attend, despite his absence the Asst. Collector Sri. Karthik Panigrahi inaugurated the event.

The distinguished gathering at the inaugural function of INICIO-2024 was honoured by the

presence of several eminent personalities. Dr. Sr. Rose Bastian, Coordinator of self-finance

programs, Dr. Binu T.V, Assistant Professor and IQAC Coordinator of St. Joseph's College

Irinjalakuda, Mr. Tobias Nauruki, Deputy Director of TEAM Environment Kenya and

Regional Coordinator at the UN Family Caucus Nairobi, Mr. Akmal Ali, coordinator FALE,
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Pacific Region, Fiji, Dr. Basil Leodoro, Consultant Gareral Surgeon at the Northem

Provincial Hospital, University of South Pacifrc, Vanuatu, Mr. Suman Ahsanul lslam, advisor

and Co-founder of lnsights lnstitute of Innovations for Gender and Humanitarian

Transformations in Dhaka, Bangladesh, and Ms. Adi Vutevute Emi, Deputy Chat of the Ra

District Council of Social Services in the Pacific Region, Fiji, were instrumental in

facilitating the event.

The keynote address, a pivotal moment of the occasion, was delivered by Prof. N. Vinod

Chandra Menon, founder Member of the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA),

Covemment of [ndia. The inaugural frrnction reached its conclusion with a vote of

appreciation extended by Ms. Krishnendhu K.B, Assistant Professor in the Department of

Social Work at St. Joseph College (Autonomous) Irinjalakuda.

After a brief tea break, the technical sessions commenced. The inaugural presentation was

delivered by Prof. N. Vinod Chandra Menon, who enlightened the audience on the strategies

employed by the Global North and Global South to address the challenges posed by climate

change, extreme events, and conflicts. Following this, Ms. Maite Rodriguez Blandon from

Fundacion Guatcmala, Central America, shared insights into Womenled Development in

disaster risk reduction.

The subsequent session was conducted by Dr. Maureen Fordham, a Professorial Research

Associate specializing in gender and disaster at University College London. She delved into

the crucial topic of "Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation in a Changing

World." The diverse range of topics covered in these sessions provided attendees with

valuable perspectives on global challenges and potential solutions. The next session was

handled by Dr. Roman Tandlich, associate professor Rhodes University, South Africa on the

topic "Drought Preparedness and Response a Case Study from South Afiica'. The fnst day of

the international conference was concluded by the vote tanks, which were delivered by Ms.

Ragi M.R, assistant professor, Department of Social Work St Joseph's College (autonomous)

Irinjalakuda.

The seeond day began with the welcome speech of Ms. Mary Amrutha K.C Assistant

professor of the department of social work St. Joseph's College (autonomous) Irinjalakuda.

The first session was handled by Dr. S. Sreekumar (disaster risk management exper! KILA,

Thrissur) on the topic "Ecosystem-based approaches to Disaster fusk Reduction". Mr. Roy

Alex, an expert in the freld of disaster management initiated the session witJr the crucial
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aspects ofdisaster management focusing particularly on the Kerala floods and highlighted the

inskumental role played by ESAF in assisting the affected population, including efforts in

recruiting volunteers, emphasizing the importance of social workers in disaster management,

and shed light on their pivotal role in providing support, coordination, and relief during such

challenging times.

Dr. Jyothi Krishna, Associate Professor, Deparhent of Disaster Management, Loyola

College Trivandrum handled the next session on "Social work ethics and human rights in

disasters".

This informative session began by referring to the fimdamental hurnan rights and the

significance of the humaniarian approach in disaster management regarding social work

ethics.

Followed by Ms. Susmi Sunny, hazard analyst KSDMA, Thrissur shed light on "Community

resilience and capacity building". The session emphasized the necessity of community

resilience that came to public attention, especially after the occurrence of the Kerala Flood in

2018-19. The next session was govemed by Mr. Shailendra Yashwanth, an independent

environmental photojoumalist and climate communications, Consultant senior advisor to

climate action network South Asia. The entire session focused on the irnportance of Social

and Mass media for communication in disasters.

The valedictory function of the conference was held on 286 February 2024 in which the

valedictory address was given by Dr. Joy Elamon, Director General of KILA. Best paper

awards and prizes of Poster-making competitions were distributed at the function. A lifetime

time achievement award was also given to Mr.Paul Thomas, Founds of ESAI for his

dedicated services in Disaster Management.

Nearly 230 participants attended the conference including students, academicians, and

pmctitioners from various parts of India. The paper presentation sessions were also

conducted through online and offline mode which had around 23 teams with 30 participants.

A poster-making competition based on the theme'Disaster Management'was also held on

15' February as part of the INICIO 2024: international conference.

The conference witnessed enriching discussions on various facets of disaster management,

including preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation. Experts from diverse fields/

shared insights on / leveraging social work innovations to address emerging challenges.
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Participants showcased / cutting-edge research findings, / presenting empirical evidence and

case studies / that shed/ light on effective interventions and best practices in disaster

management. The presentations highlighted/ the imrortance of interdisciplinary

collaborations / in generating impactful solutions. Engaging in discussions/ provided a

platform for dialogue among practitioners, / and academics. Topics ranged llom leveraging

technology for/ disaster resilience to the role of community engagemenV in fostering

sustainable development.

The conference facilitated networking/ among delegates, / fostering collaborations and

partnerships aimed at strengthening disaster resilience/ at local, national, and global levels.

Participants exchanged ideas, forged alliances, and laid the groundwork for future initiatives.

Key Outcomes of the Conference

1. Participants gained/ valuable insights into the latest trends, / challenges, and

opportunities in disaster management, / contributing to enhanced knowledge exchange

and capacity building.

2. The conference outcomes will infom/ poliry development and decision-making

processes, guiding stakeholders / in formulating evidence-based strategies to address

evolving disaster risks.

3. Emphasizing the importance of cornmunity-led approaches, / the conference

underscored the need to empower / vulnerable populations and enhance their

resilience / through tailored interventioos and support mechanisms.

Three decisions to be announced that St. Joseph's College, hinjalakuda will be announcing

the setting up of " St.Joseph's College Disaster Management Task Force as well as of

St.Joseph's College Global Peace Corps Unit and also honoring Mr. Paul Thomas, Founder,

and CEO of ESAI Small Finance Sank with a Life Time Achievement Award for his

outstanding initiatives in Micro Finance and Humanitarian assistance in 22 states and Union

Territories oflndia in the last 3 decades.

Global Peace Foundation will organize a 3-day training programme for St. Joseph's College

Global Peace Corps and Disaster Management Task Force Volunteers in April or May 2024.
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In conclusion, the valedictory function of -INICIO-2024- serves as a testament / to our shared

commitment / to enhancing the efficiency of disaster management through social work

innovations, collaborations, and resilience building. As we embark on the next phase of our



journey, Iet us remain steadfast in our dedication / to creating a safer, more resilient world for

all.
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Intemational Conference in27,h & 2gh February 2024

Registration for participants
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27th& 28th Februory 2024
Valedictory Function

4 30 PM-4 35 PM
Welcome Speech

4.35 PM -4.45 PMBrief Report on the ConferenceDr. Jessy K,C
HOD& ConferenceConvener

4.45 PM-5.00 PMValedictory Address

Distribution of Best Paper Awards &Award for Best Poster Making Competition

Concluding RemarksProf.Vinod Chandra Menon

Concluding Remarks

Dr. Siji P D
Principal

St. Joseph's College (Autonomous)

Iriojalakuda, Kerala, India

Dr. Rose Bastian
Co-ordinator of Self- Financing

ProSrammes, Sr. Joseph's College.
lrinjalakuda. Kerala. India

Concluding Remarks

Vote ofThanks

Ms. Sruthy S
Assistant Professor

Dep.rtrnent of Social Work
St. Joseph's College (Autonomous)

Irinjalakuda, Kerala, tndia

Prayer

Welcome Address
Dr. .lessv K.C

HoD, Depanrnenl"of Social work
Conference Convenor

9.35 AM-9.45 AM

9.45 AM- 9.5s AM
Mr. Gopinath T Menon

Chief. UNICEF Maharashtra State

Ofr ce(Retired),Conference Convenor

Presidential Address

Dr. Siji P D
Principal

St. Joseph's Collcge (Autonomous),
Irinjalakuda, Kerala, Indie

9.554M- 10.00 AM

Lighting the lamp &
lnaugural Address

Dr. Sekhar Lukose Kuriakose
Member Secretary, Kerala State Disaster

Management Authority Head (Scientist),

Sute Emergency Operations Cent e

Thiruvanathapumm

10. AM- 10.15 AM

Guest of Honour Sri.V R Krishna Teja, IAS
District Collector. Thrissur

10.15 AM-10. 20 AM

Dr. Sr. Rose Bastain
Co-ordiflator of Self- Financing

Proerammes, St. Joseph's College,
lrinjalakuda

l0.20AM- t0.25AM

Dr. Binu T.V.
Assistanl Profe$sor and IQAC Co.ordinator,

St. Jooeph's College, Irinjalakuda

Mr. Tobias Nauruki

& l0.30AM- l0.35AM

Felicitations

Mr.AkmalAli
Coordinator FALE. Pacifi c

PIANm, Paci{ic Region, Fiji
10.35 AM-10.40 AM

International Conference

Venue: Padmabhushan Fr. Gabriel Serninar Hall
(Research Block)

.--i.
Ms Delia

Assistant Professor
Department of Social Work

St. Joseph's College (Autonomous),
Irinjalakuda, Kerala, India

Dr. Joy Elamon,
Dir€ctor General. KILA

Speakers Date &TimeEvents

Inaugural Session 27th February 2024

lntroduction on

Conference

l0.25AM- l0.3oAM

Nairobi
the

CaucusUN



10.40 AM -10.45AM

Suman Ahsanul Islam
Advisor& Co-founder inSi$tslnstitute of
lnnovations for Gender and Humanilarian

Transformalions, Dhoka Bangladesh

Adi Vutevute Emi
Doputy Chair Ra Dist ct Councilof
Social Services. Pacific Region. Fiji 10.50 AM-10.55 AM

Prof. N. Vinod Chandra Menon
Founder Member Nalional DisasEr

Maoagenenr Authority (NDMA),

Golernmenl of lndia

Keynote Address l0.55AM- il.r5AM

Krishnendhu K B
Assistant prol'essor

Depaftment of Social Work
St. Joseph's College (Autonomous),

Irinjalakuda

I l.l5 AM-11.20AM

fea Break

TECHNICAL SESSIONS - DAY I

Prof. N. Vinod
Chandra Menon

Strategies of thc Clobal North and Global
South to l'reparc fbr, Respond to and
Recover from Disasrcrs, Clirnatc Change,
Extreme Events and Conllicts

I 1.45 AM - I .00 PM

l,unch Break 1.00 PM-2.00PM

Women led Development in Disaster
Risk Reduction 2 00 PM-3 00 PM

Disaster Risk Reduction ard Climate
Chalge Adaptatior in a Changing World

Delegates Timc

I

-
-

in Gender and Disaster
Univenity College, London,

UK

l'ea Break

Dr. Roman Tandlich
Associate Professor

Rhodes University, South Africa

Drought Preparedness & Response

A case study from South Aftica.

Vote ofThanks
5.30 PM

DAY 2: 281212024 WEDNESDAY
Ms. Mary Amrutha K C

Assistant Professor
Department of Social Work

St. Joseph's ColleSe(Autonomous)
lrinjalakuda, Kerala, India

Welcome Speech
9.25 AM -9.30AM

Dr. S. Sreekumar
Disaster Risk Management

Expen,KILA, Thrissur

Ecosystem Based Approaches to
Disasrer Risk Reduction 9,30 AM - 10.30 AM

Dr. Abey George
Associate Professor, CHRD KILA,

Kottaral&a&, Kollam

Role of LSC Institutions in Policy
Making and Advocacy in

Disaster Management

Dr. Jvothi Krishnan
Associite Professor, Depl of

Disaster Manaeement
Loyola Co[ege

Thiruvanathapuram

12.00 PM - l.00 PM

Lunch Break 1.00 PM-2.00 PM

Ms.Susmy Sunny
Hazaard Analyst

KSDMA, Thrissur

Community Resilience and
Capacity Building 2.OO PM . 3PM

Imponance ofSocialand
Mass Media for

Cornmunication in Disaster 3.00 PM - 4.00 PM

l-ca Brea k

Dr. Basil Leodoro
Consultant General Surgeon

Nonhem Provincial Hospital University
olSouth Pacific Vanuatu

10.45 AM-10.50AM

(

Vote ofThanks

1.00 PM onwards Paper Presentation will be held at Mariyan Hall

Topic

Ms. Maite Rodriguez Blandotr
Fundacion Cuatemala. Central America

Dr. Maureen Fordhrm
Prot'essorial Research Associate 3.00 PM- 4.00 PM

4 30 PM - 5.30 PM

Ms Ragi M R
Assistant Professor

Departme t ofsocial Work

St. Joseph's College (Autonomous),

Irinjalakuda

10.30 AM- I1.30 AM

Tea Break

Social Work Ethics and

Human Rights in Disasters

Mr. ShailendroYashwant
Indcpend€nt llnvironmcntal

l'hoto Journalist and Climate
Communicati(,ns

Consulhnt ScniorAdvisor to
Clirnatc Action Nctwork

South Asia (CANSA)



Delegates {t
lnaugural
Spenker

Cucst of
Honour

Keynote
Speaker

Dr. Sr. Ro6c

RHODES UNNIRSITY
Vhurlutrht,tPmf, N. Vinod

Chandra lllcnon
FounderMember-
Nstional DisasBr

\Management Authorily
(NDMA).

Covemmenl ol lndial

Dr. RomaI Toodlich
Associale Professor

Rhodes Universily, Soulh
Africa & Regional
Director Africa. The

International Emergency
Maoagem€nl

Society (TIEMS), Oslo

Dr. S, Srceklnar
Disasler Rhk
Management

Exp€fl.KlLA. Thrissur

0r. Jcssy K.C.
Convenor

HoD, Dept. of Social Work

Ms. Susmy Sunay
llazaard Analyst,

Kemla State Disa(er
l\4anagemenl Aulhodty

(KSDMA)
INICIO- 2024

l)r' sckhar l rrlo{c \ R Klirhnn Teja IAS lrof. \. virod

".,,lJl'Jll.,.l,n. 
,"',.1_::l::... 

l,i,^":11ifl"',il1
Kcrala Statl: l)i:c\lcr National l)isastcr

N4anagcmenl Authority Management Authorily
(cx-ofilcio) & Hcad (Sci- (NDMA),
cntisl). Slale Emergency Governmcnl ol.lrdia

Operalions Ccnlrer@

Mr. GopinethTirlnon Ms. Krishncndhu K.B Ms. DcliaConvenor Co ordinator Co ordinator
Retd. UNICEF, Maharashtra & Faculty lncharge & Faculty lncharge

For Further Enquiriesl
+919541393107, +91 7592&t,1688

Organized by

Department of Social Work
St. Joseph's College (Autonomous),

Irinjalakuda, Kerala, India

27th & 28th February 2024

Co ordinator of
Selt financing
Programmes,

Sl. ,osephi College,

Irinjalaknda

Dr. Binu T.V
Assistant Pmle$sor and IQAC

Co-ordinator St. Joseph's

College. Irinjalakuda

Adi!ulcllll( Emi
ftputy Chair R

Districl Councilof
Soaial Serv,ces.

Pacific Region. Fiji

Dr. Jyothi Krishnan
Loyola College. TvM

Dr. Siii P.D
Conference Patron

Principal

:ls

,.7

l)r..lo)- Elamon
Director General. Kerala lnslitutc ol'Local
Adminislralion (KILA), Thrissur

lli Tobia$ Nsrruki lurAknrlAli
Deplq Dimtff Coordinalor FALE,

Team Envimnmenl Kenla. PASIFIKA.

Natobi & Africa Regional PIANC0

Coordinalor at lie Pacific Region, Iiji
tlN [amil] Caucus Nahobi

Dr, Brsii Leodom

CnnsullaflCenenl

Surgeon

NonlEm Pmrincial

Hospitrl

lhileNiry ofSoulh

Ilr.Sumrr
Ahsriulhlrn

insig}ls. lnstilule oi
Innova ons l Gender

rnd Humanilarian

Dhaka Bangladcsh

Dr. Roman Tandlich
Convenor

Rhodes University

HI

Chief Guest - Valedictory function

:!t.. Mrilc Rlnlrig((, I)r. Ihnree Fordhrnl Mr sh2il'ndm

Blsndon Prolcssorial Rescarch }h\h$anl

fufldacion cualrmila. Associale in oendcr rnd lndtpendcnl Ln!ironmen-

cen,rar^merica Disasrc, ,lii'"*:'SiiflXi::ill.
Lhiv.[sit] (-ollege. (,onsuhanl SeniorAdvhor

London. ti,( to Climale Aclion Nelwo*
Soulh Asia (CANSA)

rs
!-l

(.;

w

Dr. Abcv (;eorgc
Associale Professor.

CIIRD. KILA,
Kottamkkara Kollam

International Conference on
Enhancing the Efficiency of Disaster Management

through Social Work Innovations,
Collaborations and Resilience Building

in collaboration with

Kerala Disaster Management
Authority (KSDMA)

&
Rhodes University, Makhanda,

Eastern Cape, South Africa

lNtClO 7024, the International Conference is
being organized in a hybrid mode, with the

resource persons addressing the sessions in both
online and oIfline formats.

t

,b,.::?
.!;#t
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Venue: Padmabhushan Fr. Gabriel Seminar Hall

(Research Block)



About the Organizers
Sr. Jf, ph's College (Autonomous), Irinjalakuda"

Kerala, lndia is a college for women, affiliated to the

University of Calicut and managed by St. Joseph's

Educational Society of the Congregation of Holy
Family, founded in 1964. The College was awarded

'Autonomy' in March 2016 and was certified as a

'College with Potential for Excellence' by UGC in
Aprit 2016. The College, which is an answer to the

ever increasing demand for higher education among

young ladies, re-accredited in the fourth cycle atA+l
level with 3.66 in 2023 by the National Assessment

and Accreditation Council (NAAC) - an autonomous

institution under the U.G.C.

Department of Social Work:
The inception ofthe Departrnent of Social Work was

on 20'h November 2002, offering Postgaduate

Programme (MSW), and added Bachelor's Degree

(BSW) in 201a. The Department is deep rooted in the

great demand ofquality and value based higher edu-

cation, with multi-faceted action plan by giving

importance to the mission of our co[[ege, "to $oom
academically and globally competent women".

l{hodes lJniversity,South Africa
Rhodes Universiry, founded in 1904, the University

has a well-established reputation for academic excel-

lence. Rhodes University's vision is to be an out-

standing intemationally-respected academic

institution which proudly affirms its African identiry

and which is committed to democratic ideals,

academic freedom, rigorous scholarship, sound

moral values and social responsibility.

Kerala State Disaster Management Auth0rity
State Disaster Management Authorities are statutory

bodies constituted under the Disaster Management

Act, 2005 (Central Act 53 of 2005). Kerala State

Disaster Management Authority is a statutory non-

@ @

Sub Themes
l. Climate Change, Adaptation and Mitigation.
2. Building Community Resilience.
3. Mainstreaming Gender in Disaster Management.
4. Collaborative Alliances in Disaster Management.
5. Social Work Ethics and Human Rights in Disasters.
6. Psycho Social Support and Mental Health (Crisis

Intervention).
7. Role ofSocial Work in Disaster Relief.
8. Effective Information Management and

Communication Strategies in Disaster Management,
9. Social Work Education and Training for Disaster

Resilience.
10. Role ofLocal Self-Govemment Institutions (LSGg

in Policy Making and Advocacy in Disaster
Management.

ll.Nature Based Solutions and Eco System-Based

Approaches to Disaster Risk Reduction.
12. Rehabilitation and Economic Recovery

Revitalization in Disaster Affected fueas.
13. Strategies Taken by Developed and Developing

Countries for Mitigating Different Type ofDisasters.
14. Tribal Population and Disaster Resilience.

Selecled Papers will be Puhlished wilh pryme nt as

an Interrutionul e-boolc

l)esl Puper will he twardcd

Registration Fees

International Students: $20
Intemational Academicians: $50

Academicians and Practitioners: { I 500

Research Scholus:t 1250
Paper Presentation for Students : t 1000

Participation for Students : {750

For Atcoumodation Extra Payment will be (lhuged.

Registration Link :

https://forms. gle/rbtIXTd I TCdvsuRxb9

Pryment of Rcgistration
Fees can be made to

Account No . : 4O25O2O l(to I 5997
IFSC Code: UBINO54025l
Bank: Union Bank oflndia

Account Holder's Name: DELIA
UPI ID: deliapd26@)okaxis

In Consonance with

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

G';:;:ALS

Guidelines for Paper Submission
. Paper should be prepared in APA 7t style

. Abstract not exceeding 250-300 words

. Submission must be original and should not have

been published elsewhere

. The full paper should contain 3000 words

Submission ofAbstract : I 0'h February 2024

Submission ofFull Paper: 20'b February 2024

15
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0run

Main Theme of the Conference
Enhancing the Effrciency of Disaster

Management through

Social Work Innovations, Collaborations and

Resilience Building

Days to Remember

*arto{qlmous body under the Chairmanship of

_@_

Chief Minister of Kerala.
Scnd papers to


