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Introduction 

 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability (UNCRPD) defines differently abled as 

‘Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory 

impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in 

society on an equal basis with others”. Persons with disabilities often remain excluded from Disaster Risk 

Management policies and practices, even though they are particularly vulnerable to disasters. During a 

crisis, persons with disabilities are often ‘invisible’ to relief operations, as they are not included in 

assessments, relief and evacuation measures. The response to their basic needs is often not adapted and 

their specific needs are ignored. They are also at a higher risk of abuse and violence and they see their 

physical and psychological health affected by disasters. Those with physical impairments can be at risk 

when evacuating, if assistance is not available. Individuals with cognitive impairments may struggle with 

understanding instructions that must be followed in the event a disaster occurs. Those who are visually or 

hearing impaired etc may have difficulty communicating during the emergency. All of these factors can 

increase the degree of variation of risk in disaster situations among people with disabilities.  The persons 

with disabilities deserve proper care, protection, training, employment and rehabilitation. 

 

 

Disability in Kerala  

 

In the year 2015, Social Justice Dept., Govt. of Kerala did a state wide, household disability census. All over 

India, Kerala has been the first state which initiated a complete census of disabled population of the state. 

The census consisted of 22 types of disabilities that have affected the state’s population. The report has 

broadly classified them, in the order of prevalence, as movement disability, muscular dystrophy, chronic 

neurological disorder, multiple-sclerosis, hunched back, dwarfism, blindness, seriously impeded vision, 

learning disability,  speech disability, mental retardation, mental illness, autism, deafness, leprosy free 

persons, haemophilia, thalassemia, sickle cell anaemia, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, deaf & blind and multiple-

disabilities. According to this criteria, there are about 7,91,998 disabled persons in Kerala which constitutes 

2.23 per cent of the state’s total population. The report shows that an estimate of 9.87 lakh households in 

Kerala has disabled people, which constitute 11.01 per cent of the total number of dwellings in the state.   

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cognitive_impairments
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Objectives of the Consultation  

 

 To engage various State government departments and experts working in the field of disability to 

brainstorm on the areas of involvement in capacity building of the differently abled people towards 

emergency response.  

 To develop a road map and identify available human resources in developing ToT module for 

dissemination trainings at the district level.  

 

About the Project  

Considering the emerging needs of people with disabilities towards disaster preparedness and response, 

Kerala State Disaster Management Authority (KSDMA) has approved the project titled ‘Strengthening of 

emergency response capabilities with emphasis on differently abled people in Kerala’. The project seeks to 

address the issues of the people with disabilities towards disasters at the district level by training the 

stakeholders in First Aid, Survival Skills, Search & Rescue, Evacuation, Early Warning etc.  

To discuss on the approach towards the project, a consultation meeting was held on 11th May 2016 at 

Harmony Hall of Hotel Mascot, Thiruvananthapuram.  

Consultation Meeting  

The consultation was inaugurated by Dr Vishwas Mehta, Additional Chief Secretary, Revenue & Disaster 

Management Dept., Govt of Kerala inter alia Member Convener of State Disaster Management Authority.  

Dr. Mehta, emphasized the need to integrate disability & disaster risk reduction and the ways in which the 

same should be given priority and mainstreamed. He further said that many officials do not have the idea 

about the needs of people with disabilities during disasters.  Similarly, the disability practitioners were not 

having sufficient idea about the DRR activities.  He also highlighted that persons with disabilities were most 

vulnerable and need to be involved in DRR activities. On the occasion, he released the Braille and Audio 

brochure of hazards published by KSDMA and handed over these materials to Prof Chandrasekhar and to 

Executive Director of Kerala Federation of the blind. These materials would be beneficial for those who are 

visually impaired in the state. KSDMA is planning to produce such materials for the differently abled in due 

course.  

Dr. Sekhar L. Kuriakose, the Member Secretary of KSDMA welcomed all the 

participants for the consultation and emphasized that the State had to initiate 

something new in the field of disaster risk reduction. State Disaster Management 

Authority (SDMA) decided to initiate disability mainstreaming into disaster risk 

reduction activities in the state as a pilot project which will be disseminated at 

district level. Concept note was prepared on the consultation which was shared 

with the stakeholders to get a feedback on the subject. As it was the first 

consultation, both the stakeholders of disability and disaster management had 

to agree with certain activities which should be initiated in the state.  

7,93,937 people are 

differently abled in 

Kerala, according to 

the Disability Census 

2015 by Social Justice 

Dept., Govt ok Kerala 
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The first session started with the presentation on disability status of Kerala by Dr. T P Ashraf, Executive 

Director, Kerala Social Security Mission. The state had conducted a census of people with disabilities in 2015, 

which shows that 2.23% of people live with disabilities in the State.  As per the recent study, it showed that 

232 persons out of 1000 are people with disabilities in Kerala. Total person with disabilities in the state was 

7,93,937 from 7,11,227 households. 46.53% people with disabilities are from below poverty line in the 

state. Almost all persons with disabilities in the state were enrolled in AADHAR card and 23,111 were having 

permanent employment. He also emphasized on the involvement of people with disabilities into DRR 

programme.  

Further, Ms. Kalika Mohapatra, Consultant to Handicap International, who was the resource person for the 

consultation presented on the linkages of disabilities and disaster. She highlighted the global status of 

persons with disabilities in any disaster situation.  Every Year, approximately 20 million people with disability 

are affected by disasters and as per WHO 10% of affected population by disaster will develop serious 

psychological trauma.  According to WHO, 15% (approximately) of the world’s population live with some 

kind of disability. This is a huge proportion of any community, so quite simply no DRR efforts will be 

comprehensive without being disability-inclusive.  She had also highlighted what UNCRPD said about the 

Inclusive DRR, as follows:- 

• Respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to  make one’s own 
choices, and independence of persons;  

•  Non-discrimination;  
• Full and effective participation and inclusion in society;  
• Respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity and 

humanity;  
• Equality of opportunity;  
•  Accessibility;  
• Equality between men and women; 
• Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the right of children 

with disabilities to prevent their identities 
 

When India is party to UNCRPD, why not the State have inclusive disaster risk reduction activities in place 

and different frameworks of disaster and disability also highlighted the participation of persons with 

disabilities in disaster risk reduction activities.  

In the second session the resource persons shared the Inclusive Community Based Disaster Risk Reduction 

initiatives of Odisha and made the floor open for discussion.  

Group Discussion 

The participants were divided into four groups and requested to find out the needs and issues concerning 

the people with disability and prepare an action plan for mainstreaming of disabilities into DRR activities of 

the state.  

With this objective, the groups were divided into four functional groups of disabilities for Disaster Risk 

Reduction such as  

 

http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/
http://www.who.int/disabilities/world_report/2011/en/
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1) Visual Impairment 
2) Hearing & Speech Impairment  
3) Physical Impairment 
4) Intellectual Impairment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The group wise plan of action is as below: 

 

Group 1 | Physical Impairment 

 

 Identification of the needs of Physical Impairment during the time of disaster 
 Make accessible toilets, ramps and assistive devices 
 Proper transportation for physical impairment people 

o Stretcher with spine & neck support 
o Ambulance facilities 
o Wheel chair and crutches 

 Awareness generation among the people with disabilities on disaster risk reduction activities, 
preparedness activities  

  Inclusive Early Warning System 
 Accessible shelters 
 Training on search and rescue of persons with disabilities 
 Provision of medical facilities and assistive devices 

Visual  

Impairment  

Hearing &  

Speech Impairment  

Physical 

Impairment  

Intellectual 

Impairment  

Vision Loss 

Partial: Low Vision 

Entire: No 

Vision/blindness 

 

 

Decreased ability to 

detect or 

understand sounds. 

Partial: Hard of 

hearing  

Entire : Deafness  

Often goes with 

decreased ability to 

speak  

 

 

  

Loss or deformity 

of a limb. Loss of 

physical function.  

Decreased ability of 

cognitive 

functioning and 

adaptive skills.  

Significant 

behavioural or 

psychological 

pattern that is 

thought to cause 

distress or 

disability.  



Consultation Report | 7  
 

Group 2 | Visual Impairment 

 Grass root level audio warning facilities, singe and early warning in different sounds 
 Early warning communication facilities 
 Awareness generation facilities 
 Audio/ tactile marking/ signages 
 Braille / Audio messages 
 Large size of posters for low vision people 
 Accessibility to the relief camps 
 Emergency kits for visual impairment people 
 Village / community based support for search & rescue operations 
 Ensure chain of communication 
 Post disaster management schemes 

 
 

Group 3 | Speech & Hearing Impairment 

 Remove the communication barriers 
 Awareness generation for hearing impaired people 
 Disability friendly building construction 
 Rescue plan for each hearing impaired people 
 Emergency light display board 
 Automatic alarm system 
 Multi -  purpose electronic media for communication 
 Mapping of hearing impaired people among the community 

 
Group 4 | Intellectual Impairment 

 Conduct Hazard, Vulnerability & Risk assessment  
 Mapping of people with disabilities before the disaster 
 Training on life saving skills 
 Preparation of community contingency plan along with people with disabilities 
 Household preparedness for persons with disabilities 
 Training to people with disabilities and their caregivers on DRR activities 
 Institutional preparedness activities as some persons with disabilities are living in various special 

schools and institutions 
 

One representative from each group presented on the deliberations. After presentation of all group 

activities, it was decided that a core groups will be formed to develop a training module for disability 

integration into DRR activities in the state.  

Mr. Joe George, the State Project Officer of UNDP project, SEOC shared in detail about the deliverables 

planned under this project. There are four deliverables under this project (1) State Level Consultation on 

Strengthening of Emergency Response Capabilities with Emphasis on Differently Abled People (2) Preparing 

a module/took kit for the trainers (3) ToT for the prospective trainers (4) District level trainings. He urged 

the experts to share their feedback and suggestions to make this project achieve the objective of safer State 

for people with disabilities. He proposed vote of thanks and appreciated all those who have participated in 

the consultation.  
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Additional Chief Secretary, Dept. of Revenue & Disaster 

Management, Govt. of Kerala delivers the Keynote Address 

Executive Director, Kerala Social Security Mission presents on 

‘Disability in Kerala’. 

Additional Chief Secretary releases the Braille copy of the IEC 

material on hazards to Prof. Chandrasekhar. 

Participants in the Consultation Participants in the Consultation 

Additional Chief Secretary releases the Audio Brochures by handing 

over a copy to Executive Director, Kerala Federation of the Blind. 

Member Secretary, KSDMA delivers introductory remarks during the 

consultation 

Ms Kalika Mohapatra, Consultant, Handicap International facilitating 

the session during the consultation.  

Photographs of the Consultation 



Consultation Report | 9  
 

 

 

 

 



Consultation Report | 10  
 

Participants of the Consultation on 11th May 2016  

                                           

Sl.No    Name & Designation Department/ Organization Mobile No E-Mail ID 

1 Latha V.A     
(Sr. Superintendent) 

Centre for Disability studies     
(Under LBS centre) 

9446311288 pushanolsai@gmail.com 
 

2 Prof. Chandrasekharan 
(Consultant) 

KSHPWC, Poojappura 9388811051 consutkac@gmail.com 
 

3 Shaju V.Cherian                        
(Prostletist Orthotist) 

Govt.Medical College     
Trivandrum 

9496513467 shajuvysiam@gmail.com 
 

4 Vaisakh. V                           
(Escort to Prof 
Chandrasekharan) 

 9745403112 vaisakhviswanathan64@gmail.com 
 

5 D.Flower Sharlet   
(Programme Officer) 

SSA, Trivandrum 9447491859 sharletedeus@gmail.com 
 

6 Corl. P G Nair (Retd) IIEMS 
 

9446000475 nair@iiems.org 

7 Ramesh Krishnan 
(Executive Director) 

FDA 8129207788 fdaction@gmail.com 
 

8 Nancy Prabhakar                   
(Joint Secretary) 

Indian Red Cross Society 8547066325 nancyprabhakar4@gmail.com 
 

9 R.Sasidharan Pillai   
(Executive Director ) 

Kerala Federation of the Blind 9495823898 ktbtvm@gmail.com 
 

10 Shyam Kerala Federation of the Blind 
 

  

11 Dr. Bindhu Mohan               
(Deputy Director)           

DHS Office 9447343238 keralamentalhealth@gmail.com 

12  Anupama N                (Hazard 
Analyst) 

SEOC,KSDMA 9061424879 anupamanclt@yahoo.com 
 

13 Pradeep G.S                        
(Hazard Analyst) 

SEOC,KSDMA 9895817557 pradeepgsgeo@gmail.com 
 

14 Prof. Dr. Keshav Mohan Member, SDMA 
 

9447026402 drkeshavmohan@gmail.com 

15 Parvathy.S                 
(Technical Expert) 

SEOC,KSDMA 9895201684 parvathy.uthradam@gmail.com 

16  Neelam Goutham      
 (Guest Faculty) 

CEAS, Poojappura 9961577883 nlmgautam@yahoo.co.in 

17 Rejith Rajendran                      
(Vice Chairman) 

Indian Red Cross Society 7559990602 rejith.rajendran@gmail.com 

18 E.B. Prasad                         
(Director) 

Kerala Fire & Rescue Services 9497920101 ebprasad@rocktmail.com 

19 Dr Sekhar L. Kuriakose 
(Member Secretary,) 

KSDMA 9400202927 seoc.gok@gmail.com 

20 Meena.C.U                Child State Child Rights 9895291767 meenacu@gmail.com 

mailto:pushanolsai@gmail.com
mailto:consutkac@gmail.com
mailto:shajuvysiam@gmail.com
mailto:vaisakhviswanathan64@gmail.com
mailto:sharletedeus@gmail.com
mailto:nair@iiems.org
mailto:fdaction@gmail.com
mailto:nancyprabhakar4@gmail.com
mailto:ktbtvm@gmail.com
mailto:keralamentalhealth@gmail.com
mailto:anupamanclt@yahoo.com
mailto:pradeepgsgeo@gmail.com
mailto:drkeshavmohan@gmail.com
mailto:parvathy.uthradam@gmail.com
mailto:nlmgautam@yahoo.co.in
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(Member) Commission 

21 Vijaya Y.D                     
(CO-Ordinator) 

Director of Public Instruction 9497497356 iedcellkerala@gmail.com 

22 Jaison.M.Peter                    
(Faculty, Special Education) 

SIMC 9446720173 jaisonpeter007@gmail.com 

23 Anzu Augustine                      
(State Consultant) 

Kudumbashree 9497455003 anzu.maria@gmail.com 

24 Siji.M.Thankachan 
(S.O ) 

KSDMA 9447759655 keralasdma@gmail.com 

25 C.Durai Raj                            
(Social Scientist) 

DHS.Office 9497063480 durairajssc@gmail.com 
 

26 S.Nazim                          
(State Programmer) 

KSHPWS 8281723262 nazimmsu@gmail.com 
 

27 A.Shanmughan         (Member)  9495344514 bacshanmughan@gmail.com 
 

28 K.K.Surendra Kumar                     
(Addl.Director) 

Social Justice Department 9447118965 surendrakumarkk4@gmail.com  

29 Dr.Sreehari .M          
(Consultant) 

UNICEF 9539191910 drsreeharim@gmail.com 
 

30 Rajan M. Karakkalth Malankara SSS 9846159915 rkarakkath@gmail.com 

31 Dr. T.P Ashraf                   
(Executive Director) 

Kerala Social Justice Mission  9847231551 ASHRAFTOP_NOBLE@yahoo.com 

32 S.Saheerudeen                    
(State Programme Manager) 

KSSM 9496319479 saheerdde@gmail.com 
 

33 Dr. Sanil J.U                        
(Assistant  Director of Health 
Services) 

KSIH&FW 9447701262 sanildr@gmail.com 

34 T. Sreenivasan KSDMA 
 

94952009117  

35 Indu KSDMA 
 

  

36 Syama Revenue (K), Govt. of Kerala.    

37 Sreeja.K Revenue (K), Govt. of Kerala. 
 

  

38 Manikantan DM (Revenue-K), Govt. of Kerala. 
 

9446334628 mnkntnr@gmail.com 

39 Girija                           
(Under Secretary) 

DM (Revenue-K), Govt. of Kerala.   

40 Arun.C Thiruvananthapuram Corporation 
 

9656467136 vishnu9010@gmail.com 

41 Vilasini Revenue (K), Govt. of Kerala.   

42 Pradeep Revenue (K), Govt. of Kerala.   

43 Sujitha Revenue (K), Govt. of Kerala.   

44 Sheeja Revenue (K), Govt. of Kerala.   

mailto:durairajssc@gmail.com
mailto:nazimmsu@gmail.com
mailto:bacshanmughan@gmail.com
mailto:surendrakumarkk4@gmail.com
mailto:drsreeharim@gmail.com
mailto:rkarakkath@gmail.com
mailto:ASHRAFTOP_NOBLE@yahoo.com
mailto:saheerdde@gmail.com
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45 P.K.Sudheer babu M.D, KSHPWC 
 

9349392939 pksudheerbabu@gmail.com 

46 Joe John George                    
(State Project Officer) 

GOI-UNDP Project, SEOC 9947756700 mailstojoe@gmail.com 
 

47 Kalika Mohapatra 
(Consultant)  

Handicap International, Odisha 
 

9861052292 kalika.mohapatra@gmail.com 
 

 

Media Release  

 

mailto:pksudheerbabu@gmail.com
mailto:kalika.mohapatra@gmail.com
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Dated: 04th June 2016 

Prepared by        Approved by  

         

  

Joe John George       Dr Sekhar L. Kuriakose  
(State Project Officer)       Member Secretary, KSDMA &  
GoI-UNDP Project, SEOC       Head (Scientist), SEOC.  

 

 

 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
Kerala State Disaster Management Authority 

Dept. of Revenue & Disaster Management 
Govt. of Kerala. 


