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Integration of disaster risk reduction into education is a long-term process 

which aims to ensure that knowledge about hazards, risks and appropriate safety 

behaviour is deeply embedded within communities, with children as “agents of 

change”. To achieve this there is a need to promote knowledge of disaster 

management and accelerate behavioural change. As a beginning, it is important to 

make the schools a safe place and extend this to other children centric spaces. School 

safety has been defined as the creation of safe environments for children starting from 

their homes to their schools and back. This includes safety from large-scale natural 

hazards of geological/climatic origin, human-made risks, pandemics, violence as well 

as more frequent and smaller-scale fires, transportation and other related emergencies 

and environmental threats that can adversely affect the lives of children. (National 

Disaster Management Guidelines, School Safety Policy, 2016) 

A brainstorming online discussion involving KSDMA and the directorate of 

general education in which Joint Director, State Planning officer, Deputy director from 

education department and State project officer and Programme coordinator, UNICEF 

attended; contemplating on the future annual school safety operations amidst COVID 

situation was organised on 5th August 2020. A circular ensuring the preparation of 

School safety/ school DM plan by all schools was issued to all DDEs by Education 

department on 23rd July 2020. Based on this direction, the schools have to submit their 

DM plans to AEOS which finally reach DDEs. Meeting observed that it would be 

enhancing if KSDMA can conduct a webinar on school safety involving the DEOS and 

DDEs across Kerala prior to the review of the school DM plan. 

Therefore to enhance the capacity of the department officials to engage the 

approval process of school safety plan at the educational district level, an online 

training programme was conducted on 25th August 2020, 10.00 am in which DEOs and 

DDEs of the respective districts attended. 

Dr. Sekhar L Kuriakose, Member Secretary, KSDMA in his presidential address 

shared the experiences of child security in Netherlands and focussed on the trainings 

that should be carried out for the children in their schools with the help of local self 

government institutions. Dr. K B Valsalakumari IAS (Retd.) Former Principal 

Secretary, Revenue Department, inaugurated the webinar by her inspiring remarks 

on the essentiality of thinking like a child for making all schools safe in the context of 

increasing disaster events and climate change impacts worldwide.  

A Aboobacker, Joint Director, Department of Education presented the Keynote 

address and discussed how to address the school safety during any disaster.  He 

projected the need for a clear understanding of the School Safety Policy 2016. Also, he 

pointed out the role of administration at each level from state to district then to sub 



district level. At the outset, Dr.Pratheesh C Mammen, Project Coordinator, UNICEF 

welcomed all the participants and initiated the webinar. 

First Speaker, Er. Hari Kumar, Geohazards International opened the webinar 

by explaining the importance of school safety during any disaster. He discussed on 5 

steps for school safety. He shared international as well as national experiences in 

inculcating safety and resilience into the system.  

Second Speaker, Joe John George, State Project Officer, KSDMA walked 

through the School Disaster Management Plan template. Then, he discussed the need 

of school safety guidelines for the special schools. He also emphasized the need of a 

child friendly document on school safety exclusively for child readers.  

Third Speaker, Ramesh Krishnan, Executive Director, FDA, explained the work 

done by FDA in collaboration with KSDMA and UNICEF in preparing school disaster 

management plans in 28 schools across Kerala. The presentation provided 

information about key considerations and planning guidelines to ensure safety of 

children at their schools from various hazards.  

After the lectures, there was an interactive session in which the participants 

asked questions and shared practical difficulties in execution and confusions 

regarding the approving authority and so on.. The webinar concluded by 12.10pm 

after the vote of thanks by Amrutha. K, hazard analyst - Environment, KSDMA. 

Around 86 participants attended the webinar including officials from DDMAs & 

Directorate of education headquarters. 

 

 
 

Presidential address by Dr Sekhar L Kuriakose, Member Secretary, KSDMA 

 



 

 
 

School safety Webinar – participants and speakers 

 

 

Brainstorming session on 23rd July prior to the webinar – Mr. Joe John George, SPO, 

KSDMA; Mr. Aboobacher,  Deputy Director are seen. 
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Schedule/Agenda 

Training on Comprehensive School Safety 

25 August 2020 Thiruvananthapuram 

 

Time Session 
 

10:00 Welcome 
 

10:05 – 10:25 Inauguration & Introductory Remarks 

 

  

Dr K B Valsalakumari 

Former  

 

Dr Sekhar Lukose Kuriakose 

Member Secretary, KSDMA 

 

Aboobacker P  

Joint Director,  

Dept. of Education  
10:25 – 10:45  School safety – National perspective 

& App for School Safety 

Er. Harikumar 

Geohazards Society South Asia 

10:45 – 11:05 Relevance of School safety plan: 

Kerala Context 

Mr. Joe John George 

State Project Officer 

11:05 – 11:20 Q & A 
 

11:20 – 11:40 Reviewing a sample plan Mr Ramesh Krishnan 

FDA 

11:40 – 12 :00 Q & A, Concluding Remarks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Participants  

 

 

Sl No Name 

1 Amrutha Kolangad 

2  Fda 

3  Rajendran S 

4  Ambika C 

5  Deo Kannur 

6  Vasuck Arunodayam 

7  Asoka Kumar 

8  Rajendraprasad K R 

9  Krishnan P 

10  Shaji S 

11  Leela Kv 

12  Pratheesh C Mammen 

13  Tirurdeo Tir 

14  N Sujaya Deo Cherthala 

15  Manoj Kumar C 

16  Governmentups Anickad 

17  Ajay Jobel 

18  Ambika Vijayan 

19  Krishnan P 

20  Anitha Kesavan 

21  Asoka Kumar 

22  Subin Paul 

23  Anishia Chacko 

24  Arun Peter 

25  Aswathi P 

26  Bhaskaran V.V 

27  Bindhu Prakash 

28  Chinthu Priya 

29  Cyriac K.J 

30  Dde Ernakulam 

31  Dde Idukki 

32  Dde Pathanamthitta 

33  Ddma Ernakulam 

34  Deo Attingal 

35  Deo Kanjirappally 

36  Deo Malappuram 

37  Devapradeep Kamalam 

38  Dhanya Kumar 

39  District Ednl Officer Alappuzha 

40  District Educational Officer Thiruvananthapuram 



41  Divya Chandran 

42  Hari Kumar 

43  Jancy Jose 

44  Jayamol Joseph 

45  Jinabala M S 

46  Joe John George 

47  Jp Kanhangad 

48  Kusumam Ks 

49  M.S.Renuka Bai 

50  Manoj Chirackal 

51  Manojkumar Pv 

52  Member Secretary Ksdma 

53  Mini Sasikumar 

54  Omana Mp 

55  Pradeep Gkrishnagatha 

56  Praseena Raj 

57  Pushpa Kv 

58  Rajalakshmi Radhakrishnan 

59  Rajeev T.R 

60  Raju T 

61  Ronu Mathew 

62  Sachidanandan P 

63  Sailaja Mp Aeo 

64  Santhosh Thevannoor 

65  Seoc Gok 

66  Sita M K 

67  Soudamini R 

68  Sr.Alphonsa Thomas 

69  St. Sebastian'S Lps Cheruvandoor 

70  Suresh N D Vrindhavan 

71  Susmy Sunny Sunny 

72  Sylajabai Cm 

73  V R Shyla 

74  Vijayakumary K 

75  Vijeesh Pulparambil 

 


