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Introduction 

Following the recent deluge in Kerala, the UNDP recognised the need for promulgating technical 

knowledge regarding repair and reconstruction of buildings among the public. Following 

discussions with the Government of Kerala, the UNDP through the Shelter Program launched 

the “Surakshitha Keralam” campaign aimed at enhancing disaster resilience in Kerala through 

exhibitions and roadshows across the state. 

The month-long awareness campaign which was spread along the length and breadth of Kerala 

was organised jointly by UNDP, Government of Kerala, Rebuild Kerala Initiative and Kerala State 

Disaster Management Authority (KSDMA) with the support of Malayala Manorama, during the 

month of January and February 2019. The campaign was officially launched in the worst flood-

affected district of Alappuzha on 7th of January 2019. 

The campaign was organized as a 3 day roadshow and a 2 day static exhibition in worst effected 

seven districts- Alappuzha, Kottayam, Idukki, Ernakulam, Thrissur, Wayanad, Pathanamthitta 

and a concluding exhibition at Thiruvananthapuram; to spread knowledge and awareness about  

disaster resilience. The exhibition focussed to impart the technical know-how regarding 

repairing and retrofitting the flood affected structures as well as techniques to be adopted in 

new constructions for enhancing disaster resilience in such areas. 

The target audience was basically the flood affected house owners who are constructing new 

houses or repairing their damaged houses as well as the population living in hazard prone areas 

who wanted to retrofit their houses to make it disaster resilient. The static exhibition comprised 

stalls of various government as well as non-government organisations like KSDMA, 

Kudumbashree, Suchithwa Mission, Habitat Technology Group, FRBL, Thanal etc. The exhibition 

also incorporated stalls from other sectors like water, sanitation and hygiene and renewable 

sources of energy. The campaign also included a half day mason training program along with the 

static exhibition. 

Roadshow 
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The road show vehicle traversed the worst affected areas of each district to announce the 

exhibition as well as to spread awareness on the need for resilient construction. The road show 

vehicle played a video demonstrating essential measures to be incorporated in order to make 

houses disaster resilient.  

The details of the roadshows conducted are given below: 

Day Date District Flag off by Areas covered Distance 
covered 
(in km) 

No. of 
people 

reached 
out to 

1 07-01-19 Alappuzha Shri. S. Suhas, 
District Collector 

Chempakulam, Alappuzha 64 180 

2 08-01-19 Chengannur, Mannar, 
Edathua,Mancombu 

105 275 

3 09-01-19 Muttathipara, MPU Jn, Puthenangadi, 
Aroor 

164 290 

Total 333 745 

4 10-01-19 Thrissur Smt. T.V. Anupama, 
District Collector 

Thrissur Collectorate, Mannuthy. 
Marathakkara 

Thrissur Town 

108 114 

5 11-01-19 Mala, Valiyaparambu 

Annamanada, Koratty 

38 321 

6 12-01-19 Chalakkudy, Koratty – Angamaly, 
Nedumbassery, Kalady, Idukki 

171 190 

Total 317 625 

7 13-01-19 Idukki Shri. Roshi 
Augustine, MLA, 
Idukki; Shri. S. 
Sreejith, Thasildar 
and Shri. K. M. 
Jalaludeen, 
Member, 
Vazhathoppu 
Panchayat 

Cheruthoni, Mariyapuram, Idukki, 
Thankamani, Kamakshi, Kattappana, 
Vellayamkudi, painavu 

106 410 

8 14-01-19 Karimban, Kalarkutty, Aanchal, 
Vattavada, Devikulam, Munnar 

157 205 

9 15-01-19 Palivasal, Vellathooval, Konnathadi, 
Adimali 

168 282 

Total 431 897 

10 16-01-19 Ernakulam Shri. Saffarullah, 
District Collector 

Kakkanad, Thrikkakkara, 

Kalamassery, Edappally 

Kaloor 

46 177 

11 17-01-19 Chendamangalam, Puthanvelikkara, 80 253 



 

North Paravoor, Moothakunnam, 
Koonammav 

12 18-01-19 Aluva(UC), Kadungallur, 
Muppathadam, Pathalam, 
Varappuzha, Cheranallur, 
Kunnumpuram 

117 362 

Total 243 792 

13 19-01-19 Kottayam Shri. Alex Joseph, 
ADM 

Kottayam Town, Changanassery, 
Mundakkayam, Kanjirappally, 
Ponkunnam, Karukachal 

150 305 

14 20-01-19 Etumanoor, Athirampuzha, Kidangoor, 
Pala, Eratupetta, Theecoy 

133 485 

15 21-01-19 Kumarakom, Vaikkom, 
Thalayolaparanpu, Kuduthuruthi 

320 450 

Total 603 1240 

16 22-01-19 Wayanad Shri. K. Ajeesh, 
ADM; Shri. R. 
Karuppa Swami, 
District Police 
Chief; Smt. E.P. 
Mercy, Deputy 
Collector; Smt. 
Komalavally, Law 
Officer; T. Janil 
Kumar, Finance 
Officer; Smt, Annie 
George, State 
Coordinator, UNDP 

Vythiri Busstand, Pozhuthana Town, 
Pinangode Town, Kavummannam 
Town, Padinjarathara Busstand, 4th 
mile Junction, Dwaraka town 

64 915 

17 23-01-19 Vellamunda 8/4,Korome, Valad, 
Thalappuzha, Gandhi Park 
Mananthavadi 

48 590 

18 24-01-19 Kattikkulam, Kenichira Town, 
Panamaram Bus Stand, Kaniyambetta 
Town, Venniyode , Kambalakkad 
Town, Kalpetta Town 

77 675 

Total 189 2180 

19 26-01-19 Pathanamt
hitta 

Shri. Kadakampally 
Surendran 
,Minister for 
Dewasom and Co-
operation 

Seethathodu,Chittar, Ranni, Theodical, 
Cherukolpuzha 

125 360 

20 27-01-19 Adoor,Panthalam, Kurichimuttom, 
Kozhencheri, Aranmula 

101 230 

21 28-01-19 Pullad, Vallamkulam, Podiyady, 
Peringara, Eraviperoor, Kadapra jn, 
Niranam panchayath, Thiruvalla, 
Gov.Hospital jn, Kavumbagam jn, 
Thiruvalla 

237 235 

Total 463 825 

Grand total 2579 7304 



 

Exhibitions 
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                                                                                          Exhibition       

Static exhibitions were held at venues close to the district headquarters to ensure easy 

accessibility. Each exhibition had about 8-10 stalls set up by organizations working in shelter, 

DRR, inclusion, water, sanitation and hygiene. UNDP stall showcased various physical models 

and posters to demonstrate multi-hazard disaster resilient construction practices. IEC materials 

such as brochures and handbook on flood and landslide resilient construction were also 

distributed to the public during the event. The shelter hubs also set up their stalls in 

Pathanamthitta, Idukki and Wayanad districts. 

The exhibition saw the participation of the following organizations in setting up stalls in different 

districts: 

1. KSDMA 

2. Kudumbasree 

3. Habitat Technology Group 

4. FRBL 

5. Thanal (2 Stalls) 

6. Suchitwa Misson 

7. ATREE 

8. Shelter Hubs 

9. Gramalaya 

10. Uravu 

11. Town Planning Department Wayanad 

12. Indian Institute Of Architects, Tvm Chapter 

13. Fire And Rescue Services Dept 

14. Aapda Mitra 

15. Foundation For Development Action 

An LED wall was set up inside the exhibition area to play videos and other relevant promotional 
and educational matter. 

The exhibitions were visited by various categories of audience. MSW, BSW and architecture 
students visited the venues and found it very useful as they could relate to it in their course 



 

material. In most locations school students and teachers visited the exhibition as it was very 
informative considering the fact that all were affected by the floods. Common public especially 
those who had lost their homes and businesses to the flood benefited out of this initiative. 
Other categories who visited included architects, engineers, contractors, masons, carpenters 
etc. 

The details of the exhibitions conducted are given below: 

Day Date District Venue Dignitaries for inaugural ceremony Footfall 

 

1 

 

10-01-19 

 

Alappuzha Aishwarya 
Auditorium, 
Alappuzha 

Shri. S. Suhas, District Collector; Shri. K. K. 
Asokan, the Standing Committee Chairman, 
Alappuzha Municipality; Shri. P. P. 
Udayasimhan, District coordinator, LIFE 
Mission; Smt. Annie George, UNDP State 
coordinator; Shri Rajeev Palluruthi, 
Convenor, Thanal; Shri. Sarath Kumar, 
UNDP District Project Officer 

121 

2 11-01-19 

3 13-01-19 Thrissur Sree Sankara 
Auditorium, Thrissur 

Shri. Prem Krishnan, Asst. Collector; Shri. 
Lins David, District Coordinator, LIFE 
Mission; Smt. Annie George, UNDP State 
Co-ordinator;  Muhammed Mujeeb 
Rehman, District Project Officer, UNDP. 

171 

4 14-01-19 

5 

 

16-01-19 

 

Idukki Panchayath hall, 
Cheruthony 

Shri. Jeevan Babu, District Collector; Shri. 
Roshi Augustine, MLA; Shri. Praveen, 
District Coordinator, LIFE Mission; Shri. 
Santhosh, District Information Officer; Smt. 
Annie George, State Coordinator, UNDP; 
Shri. Abdhul Noor, District Project Oficer, 
UNDP 

115 

6 17-01-19 

7 19-01-19 Ernakulam UC College 
Auditorium, Aluva 

Shri. Anwar Sadath, MLA; Smt. P. D. Sheela 
Devi, Deputy Collector; Smt. Lissy Abraham, 
Municipal Chairperson; Smt. Leena George, 
Councilor; Shri. Earnest Thomas, LIFE 
Mission District Coordinator; Smt. Thara 
K.Simon, UC College Principal; Shri. Joe 
John George, UNDP State Project Officer; 
Dr. Uma Vasudev, District Project Officer, 
UNDP 

278 

8 20-01-19 

9 

 

22-01-19 

 

Kottayam Mamman Mappila 
Hall, Kottayam 

Shri. P.K. Sudheer Babu IAS, District 
Collector; The District Panchayat President, 
Shri. Sunny Pambady; Shri. J. Benny, LIFE 
Mission Programme Director; Shri. P. N. 
Suresh, Kudumbashree District Co-

353 

10 23-01-19 



 

ordinator; Smt. P. Jayalekshmi, 
Documentation Officer, UNDP; Dr. Andrew 
Spencer, District hazard analyst; Shri. Jerry 
Das, District Project Officer, UNDP 

11 25-01-19 Wayanad Vijaya pump space, 
Kalpetta 

Shri. A R. Ajaya Kumar, District Collector; 
Padmasree. G. Sankar, Chairman, Habitat 
Technology Group; Smt. K. B Nazeema, 
District Panchayat President;  Shri Siby 
Vargheese , LIFE Mission Coordinator; Smt. 
Indu V, UNDP Shelter Coordinator; Asha 
Kiran, Hazard Analyst; Shri. Latif, District 
Project Officer, UNDP 

314 

12 26-01-19 

13 29-01-19 Pathanamthitta VGM Hall, Thiruvalla Shri. Cherian Polachirackal, Municipal 
chairman, Thiruvalla Municipality; Smt. 
Shobhana Chandran, Thiruvalla Thasildar; 
Shri. S. Sivaprasad, Deputy Collector 
Disaster Management; Shri. C. P. Sunil, LIFE 
Mission District Coordinator; Ar. Indu V, 
UNDP Shelter Coordinator; Shri. Ani 
Thomas, District Project Officer, UNDP 

164 

14 30-01-19 

15 07-02-19 Thiruvananthapura
m 

KSDMA Auditorium,  
Thiruvananthapuram 

Shri E Chandrashekaran, Minister for 
revenue and disaster management; Dr. 
Shekar L Kuriakose, Member Secretary, 
KSDMA; Dr Venu IAS, CEO Rebuild Kerala; 
Smt. Annie George, UNDP state 
coordinator; Shri Markose Abraham, Chief 
news editor, Malayala Manorama; Shri Joe 
John George, State project officer, UNDP 

148 

16 08-02-19 

Total 1664 

 

 



 

   

     

    

Mason training 

   
Training session at Wayanad                               Kudumbashree masons during training     Training session at Idukki 

                                                                                   Session at Thiruvananthapuram 

 

A half-day orientation session for local masons on disaster resilient construction practices was 
held on the first day of each static exhibition. A specific area of the venue was partitioned to 
conduct mason training. Classes were given by experts from Habitat Technology Group and 



 

Shelter Hubs. These masons were provided with a tool kit comprising on a hard hat, a 5m 
measuring tape, a spirit level and a plumb bob. 

The details of the Mason training program conducted during the exhibitions are given below: 

Sl 
No 

Date  District Venue Trainer Number of 
masons 
attended 

1 10-01-19 Alappuzha Aishwarya Auditorium Er. Madusudhanan 33 

2 13-01-19 Thrissur Sree Sankara Auditorium Er. Sumesh, Soumya John 13 

3 16-01-19 Idukki Panchayath hall, Cheruthoni Er. Amal John, Er. Unnikrishnan 75 

4 19-01-19 Ernakulam  UC College, Aluva Er. Vishnu Devan 28 

5 22-01-19 Kottayam Mamman Mappila hall Er. Vishnu Devan 32 

6 25-01-19 Wayanad Vijaya Pump, Kalpetta Padmashree Ar. G Shankar 48 

7 29-01-19 Pathanamt
hitta 

VGM hall, Thiruvalla Er. Vishnu Devan 31 

8 07-02-19 Thiruvanan
thapuram 

KSDMA auditorium Er. Vishnu Devan 62 

Total 322 

 

  



 

Lessons learnt 

Visitors of the exhibition were asked to fill out feedback forms from which the following data 

has been collated:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the exhibitions conducted as well as from the interaction with the masons during the 

mason training programs, the need for recognizing contractor as a very important stakeholder in 

reconstructing resilient houses has emerged since contractors form the crucial connecting link 

between beneficiary and mason. 

Recommendations 

 Apart from beneficiaries and masons, contractors should also be made aware of the 

need for implementing disaster resilient construction practices on site. Orientation 

sessions should be conducted for contractors and engineers. 

 Consultations and discussions should be held to initiate policy amendments so as to 

ensure that disaster resilience is incorporated into building byelaws. 

 Shelter hubs and government block facilitation centres hold much relevance in the 

reconstruction scenario and hence should be strengthened to serve more people.  
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Media Coverage and Gallery 

Roadshows: 

1. Alappuzha district 

 Roadshow was flagged off by Alappuzha District Collector S Suhas on 7th January 
2019.  

 News appeared on 8th January 2019 in Alappuzha edition 

 

2. Thrissur district 

 Roadshow was flagged off by Thrissur District Collector T V Anupama on 10th 
January 2019. 



 

 News appeared on 11th January 2019 in Thrissur edition 

 

3. Idukki district 

 Roadshow was flagged off by Roshy Augustine, MLA on 13th January 2019.  

 News appeared on 14th January 2019 in Idukki edition 



 

 
  



 

4. Ernakulam district 

 Roadshow was flagged off by Ernakulam District Collector Muhammed Safeerula 
on 16th January 2019.  

 News appeared on 17th January 2019 in Ernakulam edition 

 



 

5. Kottayam district  

 Roadshow was flagged off by Alex Joseph, Additional District Magistrate and 
Deputy Collector General on 19th January 2019. 

 News appeared on 20th January 2019 in Kottayam edition 

 
  



 

6. Wayanad district  

 Roadshow was flagged off by Wayanad District Police Commissioner, R 
Karuppusami on 22nd January 2019. 

 News appeared on 23rd January 2019 in Wayanad edition 

 

7. Pathanamthitta district 

 Roadshow was flagged off by Hon. Minisiter Kadakampally Surendran on 26th 
January 2019. 

 News appeared on 27th January 2019 in Pathanamthitta edition 

 



 

8. Thiruvananthapuram district  

 Roadshow was flagged off by Dr Sekar L Kuriakose, KSDMA Member Secretary 
on 4th February 2019. 

 News appeared on 5th February 2019 in Trivandrum edition 

 



 

Static Exhibitions 

 
Model 1 - House on stilts: For low lying flood prone areas such as Kuttanad 

 
Model 2 - Model for retrofitting 

 
Model 3 – Left to right: 

Part model: Model showing how water enters a building during floods 

Part model: Toilet for differently-abled 

Part model: Rounded corner of a house 



 

 

 
Model 4 -  Sectional model of a multi-hazard resilient house 

1. Alappuzha district 

News published on 9th and 11th January 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

2. Thrissur District 

News published on 12th and 14th January 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

3. Idukki District 

News published on 15th and 17th January 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

4. Ernakulam District 

News published on 18th and 20th January 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

5. Kottayam District 

News published on 21st and 23rd January 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

6. Wayanad District 

News published on 25th and 26th January 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

7. Pathanamthitta District 

News published on 29th and 30th January 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

8. Thiruvananthapuram District 

News published on 7th and 8th January 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 


