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REPORT

The Department of Social Work at St. Joseph’s College (Autonomous), Irinjalakuda,

orchestrated INICIO-2024, an international conference held on the 27th and 28th of February

2024. The conference theme centered around "Enhancing the efficiency of disaster

management through social work innovations, collaboration, and resilience building." This

significant event was organized in collaboration with the Kerala State Disaster Management

Authority (KSDMA) and Rhodes University in Makhanda, Eastern Cape, South Africa. The

collaboration brought together diverse perspectives and expertise to address the critical

challenges in disaster management through innovative social work approaches, fostering

collaboration, and building resilience.

The inaugural day of the conference commenced with a ceremony at 9:30 am. Dr. Sr. Jessy

K.C, Head of the Department of Social Work, extended a warm welcome to the attendees.

Mr. Gopinath T Menon, retired Chief of UNICEF Maharashtra State Office and the

conference convener, provided an overview of the conference during the introduction.

The presidential address was delivered by Dr. Siji PD, Principal of St. Joseph’s College

(Autonomous) Irinjalakuda. Dr. Sekhar Lukose Kuriakose, Member Secretary of the Kerala

State Disaster Management Authority and Head (Scientist) of the State Emergency

Operations Centre in Trivandrum, inaugurated the conference by lighting the lamp. The guest

of honour for the event was, Sri Krishna Teja IAS, the district collector, unfortunately, unable

to attend, despite his absence the Asst. Collector Sri. Karthik Panigrahi inaugurated the event.

The distinguished gathering at the inaugural function of INICIO-2024 was honoured by the

presence of several eminent personalities. Dr. Sr. Rose Bastian, Coordinator of self-finance

programs, Dr. Binu T.V, Assistant Professor and IQAC Coordinator of St. Joseph's College

Irinjalakuda, Mr. Tobias Nauruki, Deputy Director of TEAM Environment Kenya and
Regional Coordinator at the UN Family Caucus Nairobi, Mr. Akmal Ali, coordinator FALE,
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Pacific Region, Fiji, Dr. Basil Leodoro, Consultant General Surgeon at the Northern
Provincial Hospital, University of South Pacific, Vanuatu, Mr. Suman Ahsanul Islam, advisor
and Co-founder of Insights Institute of Innovations for Gender and Humanitarian
Transformations in Dhaka, Bangladesh, and Ms. Adi Vutevute Emi, Deputy Chair of the Ra
District Council of Social Services in the Pacific Region, Fiji, were instrumental in

facilitating the event.

The keynote address, a pivotal moment of the occasion, was delivered by Prof. N. Vinod
Chandra Menon, founder Member of the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA),
Government of India. The inaugural function reached its conclusion with a vote of
appreciation extended by Ms. Krishnendhu K.B, Assistant Professor in the Department of
Social Work at St. Joseph College (Autonomous) Irinjalakuda.

After a brief tea break, the technical sessions commenced. The inaugural presentation was
delivered by Prof. N. Vinod Chandra Menon, who enlightened the audience on the strategies
employed by the Global North and Global South to address the challenges posed by climate
change, extreme events, and conflicts. Following this, Ms. Maite Rodriguez Blandon from
Fundacion Guatemala, Central America, shared insights into Women-led Development in

disaster risk reduction.

The subsequent session was conducted by Dr. Maureen Fordham, a Professorial Research
Associate specializing in gender and disaster at University College London. She delved into
the crucial topic of "Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation in a Changing
World." The diverse range of topics covered in these sessions provided attendees with
valuable perspectives on global challenges and potential solutions. The next session was
handled by Dr. Roman Tandlich, associate professor Rhodes University, South Africa on the
topic “Drought Preparedness and Response a Case Study from South Africa”. The first day of
the international conference was concluded by the vote tanks, which were delivered by Ms.
Ragi M.R, assistant professor, Department of Social Work St Joseph’s College (autonomous)
Irinjalakuda.

The second day began with the welcome speech of Ms. Mary Amrutha K.C Assistant
professor of the department of social work St. Joseph’s College (autonomous) Irinjalakuda.
The first session was handled by Dr. S. Sreekumar (disaster risk management expert, KILA,
Thrissur) on the topic “Ecosystem-based approaches to Disaster Risk Reduction”. Mr. Roy

Alex, an expert in the field of disaster management initiated the session with the crucial



aspects of disaster management focusing particularly on the Kerala floods and highlighted the
instrumental role played by ESAF in assisting the affected population, including efforts in
recruiting volunteers, emphasizing the importance of social workers in disaster management,
and shed light on their pivotal role in providing support, coordination, and relief during such

challenging times.

Dr. Jyothi Krishna, Associate Professor, Department of Disaster Management, Loyola
College Trivandrum handled the next session on “Social work ethics and human rights in

disasters”.

This informative session began by referring to the fundamental human rights and the
significance of the humanitarian approach in disaster management regarding social work

ethics.

Followed by Ms. Susmi Sunny, hazard analyst KSDMA, Thrissur shed light on “Community
resilience and capacity building”. The session emphasized the necessity of community
resilience that came to public attention, especially after the occurrence of the Kerala Flood in
2018-19. The next session was governed by Mr. Shailendra Yashwanth, an independent
environmental photojournalist and climate communications, Consultant senior advisor to
climate action network South Asia. The entire session focused on the importance of Social

and Mass media for communication in disasters.

The valedictory function of the conference was held on 28" February 2024 in which the
valedictory address was given by Dr. Joy Elamon, Director General of KILA. Best paper
awards and prizes of Poster-making competitions were distributed at the function. A lifetime
time achievement award was also given to Mr.Paul Thomas, Founder of ESAF for his

dedicated services in Disaster Management.

Nearly 230 participants attended the conference including students, academicians, and
practitioners from various parts of India. The paper presentation sessions were also
conducted through online and offline mode which had around 23 teams with 30 participants.
A poster-making competition based on the theme ‘Disaster Management’” was also held on

15" February as part of the INICIO 2024: international conference.

The conference witnessed enriching discussions on various facets of disaster management,
including preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation. Experts from diverse fields/

shared insights on / leveraging social work innovations to address emerging challenges.



Participants showcased / cutting-edge research findings, / presenting empirical evidence and
case studies / that shed/ light on effective interventions and best practices in disaster
management. The presentations highlighted/ the importance of interdisciplinary
collaborations / in generating impactful solutions. Engaging in discussions/ provided a
platform for dialogue among practitioners, / and academics. Topics ranged from leveraging
technology for/ disaster resilience to the role of community engagement/ in fostering

sustainable development.

The conference facilitated networking/ among delegates, / fostering collaborations and
partnerships aimed at strengthening disaster resilience/ at local, national, and global levels.

Participants exchanged ideas, forged alliances, and laid the groundwork for future initiatives.
Key Outcomes of the Conference

1. Participants gained/ valuable insights into the latest trends, / challenges, and
opportunities in disaster management, / contributing to enhanced knowledge exchange
and capacity building. ;

2. The conference outcomes will inform/ policy development and decision-making
processes, guiding stakeholders / in formulating evidence-based strategies to address
evolving disaster risks.

3. Emphasizing the importance of community-led approaches, / the conference
underscored the need to empower / vulnerable populations and enhance their

resilience / through tailored interventions and support mechanisms.

Three decisions to be announced that St. Joseph’s College, Irinjalakuda will be announcing
the setting up of “ StJoseph’s College Disaster Management Task Force as well as of
St.Joseph’s College Global Peace Corps Unit and also honoring Mr. Paul Thomas, Founder,
and CEO of ESAF Small Finance Bank with a Life Time Achievement Award for his
outstanding initiatives in Micro Finance and Humanitarian assistance in 22 states and Union

Territories of India in the last 3 decades.

Global Peace Foundation will organize a 3-day training programme for St. Joseph’s College

Global Peace Corps and Disaster Management Task Force Volunteers in April or May 2024.

In conclusion, the valedictory function of -INICIO-2024- serves as a testament / to our shared
commitment / to enhancing the efficiency of disaster management through social work

innovations, collaborations, and resilience building. As we embark on the next phase of our



journey, let us remain steadfast in our dedication / to creating a safer, more resilient world for

all.

Photos
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International Conference on
Enhancing the Efficiency of Disaster Management through Social Work Innovations,
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International Conference on 27" & 28" February 2024
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