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#Role of education in protecting and
Empowering youth for a disaster-free future  incollaboration with Fire & Rescue Services, Kannur

INTRODUCTION

International Disaster Risk Reduction Day (IDDRR Day) is observed annually on October

13th, underscoring the importance of reducing risks and enhancing resilience in
communities around the world. This year, the theme of IDDRR Day emphasized

"Empowering the next generation for a resilient future". The theme focuses on the importance of



education in protecting children and youth from disasters.In alignment with this , Kannur

District Disaster Management Authority (DDMA) celebrated IDRR Day on October 23, 2024.
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The primary focus of the celebration is to honor the dedicated Aapada Mitra volunteers in
the district, recognizing their invaluable contributions to disaster management. Among
these commendable volunteers, ten outstanding individuals are selected to receive the
Badge of Honor, awarded for their exceptional service in promoting safety and
preparedness within their communities. The selection of these top ten volunteers is
conducted by the Fire and Rescue Services from ten different stations, reflecting a
collaborative effort to acknowledge and empower those who strive to make a difference in

disaster risk reduction.



EVENT REPORT

Kerala State - District Disaster Management Authorities, in collaboration with the District
Fire Station, have organized International Disaster Risk Reduction Day celebration on
Wednesday, October 23, 2024. The program was inaugurated by Regional Fire Officer P.
Ranjith at the Kannur Fire Station. Welcome speech was delivered by Hazard Analyst S.

Aiswarya. The Kannur District Fire Officer S.K .Bijumon presided over the session.

Following the inauguration, the top ten Aapada Mitra volunteers were awarded badges of
honor and medals,recognizing their outstanding contributions to volunteer work in the
district. Additionally, certificates were distributed to 93 Aapada Mitra volunteers in
appreciation of their service. Fire Officer K. Harinarayan conducted an informative session
on disaster management, discussing best practices and strategies for effective response

and recovery.

The program concluded with a group discussion involving Aapada Mitra volunteers,
fostering collaboration and sharing of ideas for future disaster management initiatives. LSG
DM coordinator Thasleem Fazil expressed gratitude to all participants for making the event

a success.



Group Discussion

The group discussion was the final session of the program. Many volunteers participated in

the discussion without hesitation. Some provided suggestions, while others raised

complaints. Here are the key points from the discussion:
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The communication process should be effective.
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Consider giving Aapada Mitra volunteers the same recognition as Civil Defence

volunteers.

R
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A request to issue safety boots .

+ There was a request to provide information about the locations of sirens.

%+ Their insurance has expired, so they want to know the updated status regarding it.

+ They want the panchayat/municipality to recognize them as an integral part of
disaster management, as many panchayats/municipalities do not consider them in
any disaster management processes. Therefore, Aapada Mitra and Civil Defence

should be included in the ERT group of the disaster management plan.
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Conduct school safety programs with Aapada Mitra volunteers.
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Request to conduct awareness classes on changing trends in disaster management.



+ Ensure that age criteria are being followed, as many people want to join Aapada
Mitra. There are currently older individuals in the group, which is why younger

individuals cannot join.

PROGRAM PHOTOS AND VIDEOS LINK

PROGRAM PHOTOS LINK

e https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/

1Ysa4H5QsMkCcgUikIEORXFeEZMjCmT8Z?usp=drive link

PROGRAM VIDEOS LINK

e https://drive.google.com/file/d/11iQBAd Gclbooyg-bb402YcZYIDu3prT/view?

usp=drive link

PROGRAM NEWS REPORTS LINK

e https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/

1NWOcH8Au3vMhaXPYzVacelzGGge]lbR-?usp=drive link




