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Session: Human Animal Conflict - State Specific Disaster
Management Strategy

25/09/2025
1.5 hours
State Forest Training Institute, Walayar, Palakkad
State Forest Training Institute, Walayar, Palakkad

A training session on “Human-Animal Conflict: State-Specific
Disaster Management Strategy” was held on 25th September
2025 for Forest Department officials at the State Forest Training
Institute, Walayar, Palakkad.

The session opened with an introduction to the Disaster
Management framework in India and Kerala, offering
participants a foundational perspective on disaster risk
reduction, institutional mechanisms, and the importance of
multi-sectoral coordination.

Attention then turned to the growing challenge of
Human-Animal Conflict (HAC) in Kerala. Participants
examined the rising frequency of incidents, the toll on human
and animal lives, livelihood disruptions, and broader social
impacts. The rationale for declaring HAC as a State-Specific
Disaster was emphasized, underscoring the need for
coordinated interventions that extend beyond the Forest
Department’s mandate.

The session concluded with a focus on the Disaster
Management Authority’s role in addressing HAC. Key
discussions included the Authority’s powers under the Disaster
Management Act, 2005, the integration of HAC into state and
district-level ~disaster management planning, and the
significance of aligning forest sector preparedness with the
wider disaster management framework.
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Output from the Event e Enhanced Understanding: Forest officials gained clarity
on the rationale for declaring Human-Animal Conflict as
a State-Specific Disaster and its implications for
preparedness and response.

¢ Institutional Awareness: Participants were sensitized to
the legal framework under the Disaster Management
Act, 2005, and the coordinating role of the State and
District Disaster Management Authorities.

e Inter-Departmental Linkages: The session highlighted
the importance of coordination between the Forest
Department, Disaster Management Authority, Revenue
Department, Local Governments, and community-based
mechanisms.

e Operational Insights: Officials understood the
integration of disaster management principles—such as
risk assessment, preparedness, mitigation, and
communication—in addressing HAC.

e Capacity Building: The training reinforced the role of
forest officials as key stakeholders in multi-sectoral
disaster response, encouraging proactive participation
in planning and field-level coordination.
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