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DETAILS
International Purple Fest 2025

“Workshop on Disability-Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction: Strategies, Simulations, and Global
Insights”
12t October 2025

One day
CH-1 Hall, Entertainment Society of Goa, India

NDMA, SDMA-Goa, UN India (UNICEF, UNDP), Core Group Members (DRIF, MHI,
GeoHazard Society, The Sangyan, WHO-Helpline); Humanity & Inclusion (HI)

The International Purple Fest Goa 2025, organized by the Government of Goa in collaboration
with the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment, and the United Nations in India, serve as a major national
platform promoting inclusion and accessibility. The Fest is being conducted under the theme
“Universal Design: A Pathway to Inclusion for All,” celebrating the rights, leadership, and
creativity of persons with disabilities while advancing India’s commitment to accessibility
and inclusive development.

As part of the Fest, a workshop on Disability-Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction (DiDRR)
brought together policymakers, disaster management authorities, first responders,
organizations of persons with disabilities (OPDs), and international disability rights experts.
The session featured knowledge exchange discussions and interactive tabletop exercises
aimed at strengthening inclusive disaster preparedness and response.
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A presentation was delivered on “Disability-Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction in Kerala: Early
Woarning and Preparedness Strategies.” The presentation highlighted the initiatives of the
Kerala State Disaster Management Authority (KSDMA) in integrating disability inclusion
into disaster preparedness and response. It focused on the development of inclusive early
warning systems, capacity-building programmes, and the preparation of support materials
and toolkits to strengthen accessibility in disaster management. The presentation also shared
key lessons learned from past emergencies, emphasizing the importance of accessible
communication and inclusive response strategies during large-scale disasters.

Knowledge exchange on Disability-Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction (DiDRR): Sharing
of experiences, strategies, and best practices from Kerala and other participating countries
on integrating persons with disabilities into disaster preparedness, response, and recovery.

Documentation of inclusive DRR practices: Key lessons and case examples on accessible
early warning systems, inclusive evacuation planning, and participation of persons with
disabilities in disaster management processes.

Strengthened collaboration and partnerships: Enhanced engagement between disaster
management authorities, organizations of persons with disabilities (OPDs), policymakers,
and international stakeholders for advancing inclusive disaster governance.

Capacity building through simulation exercises: Improved understanding among
participants on inclusive disaster response through interactive tabletop exercises and
scenario-based discussions.

Recommendations for advancing DiDRR: Generation of practical insights and
recommendations to support the integration of disability inclusion into disaster risk
reduction policies and programmes at national and regional levels.

Priority 1: Understanding Disaster Risk Through cross-country knowledge exchange, case
studies, and documentation of best practices related to disability-inclusive DRR.

Priority 2: Strengthening Disaster Risk Governance to Manage Disaster Risk: By
promoting participation of persons with disabilities and OPDs in disaster risk governance
and policy discussions.

Priority 3: Investing in Disaster Risk Reduction for Resilience: By developing inclusive
systems such as accessible early warning, evacuation planning, and shelter management.

Priority 4: Enhancing Disaster Preparedness for Effective Response and to “Build Back
Better”: Through tabletop simulation exercises focusing on inclusive preparedness,
response, and recovery strategies.

Point 2: Invest in disaster risk mapping globally to improve preparedness.
Point 3: Leverage technology to enhance disaster risk management.

Point 4: Develop a network of universities and institutions for disaster research and
capacity building,

Point 6: Utilize social media and technology for disaster risk communication and early
warning dissemination.

Point 8: Build local capacity and promote community participation in disaster management.

Point 10: Strengthen international cooperation and partnerships for disaster risk reduction.
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SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities: Promoting inclusive and resilient urban
and community planning,

SDG 13 - Climate Action: Strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related
hazards.

SDG Goal(s) Aligned SDG 10 - Reduced Inequalities: Ensuring inclusion of persons with disabilities in disaster
& governance and decision-making.

SDG 17 - Partnerships for the Goals: Encouraging collaboration between governments, UN
agencies, OPDs, and international partners.

Photo/Video/Media
Links

https://purplefest.goa.gov.in/
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